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                     Volume 23, Issue 4, December 2019                         

The Connie Hansen Garden Conservancy    Website:  www.conniehansengarden.com 
Located at: 1931 NW 33rd, Lincoln City, OR    Phone: (541) 994-6338 
Mail: PO Box 776, Lincoln City, OR 97367    Email:  Conniehansengarden@msn.com 

 

Connie Hansen Garden is open every day, 
from dawn to dusk, for your enjoyment. 
 
The Garden House itself, with Gift Shop, Gallery 
and Library, will only be open on Tuesdays from 
10:00 to 2:00 each week until March 1st. 
 

Call or email for more information if needed. 
Please leave a message so we can contact you. 

 

*Sat, Dec. 7th, 10:00 to 3:00, Holiday Craft Sale 

*Sat, Feb. 29, 2020, Petal Heads Nursery 
 
*indicates an article in this newsletter 
 
 Events for 2020 are currently being planned. 
 Watch this space and our website for more dates and times. 

Visit our website often for up-to-date details, & 
Share your photos of CHG on our Facebook page. 

 

 

 

The Connie Hansen Garden Holiday Craft Sale is a 
treat every year, with unique vendors and products, 
a relaxed atmosphere, tasty treats and the 
opportunity to say hello to friends and neighbors, 
local craftsmen, and the CHG staff, while shopping 
for unique items.   
 

Vendors this year will be: 
 

Patty Affolter     Quilts, etc. 
Roberta Baker    Crocheted Things & Castings 

Kathy Cope     Painted Ornaments 
Jenny Dahrens Vintage Christmas & Embellishments 

Caryn Dougherty   Bath & Body Products 
Liz Fackler    Honey & Waxed Fabric 

Bobbie Grider    Woven Rugs 
Donna Grotvik    Solar Lanterns 
Ron Kless     Agate Jewelry, etc 
Nora Sherwood    Wildlife Art 

Joy West   Potpouri, Signs & Treasures 
Tina Will      Silver Jewelry  

mailto:Conniehansengarden@msn.com
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The new border that we designated our 'White 
Garden' came into existence last fall with just seven 
shrubs and six perennials, beginning life as a whole 
lot of carefully prepared soil, apparently randomly 
dotted with extremely small plants.  Over the winter 
months it became increasingly obvious that we 
would require quite a bit of “filler” if we were to 
turn this nice little patch of dirt into some 
semblance of a flower border.  To that end, lists 
were prepared, seeds bought and germinated, 
volunteers' gardens raided for suitable starts and 
seedlings, and a frenzy of planting ensued once the 
new candidates were of sufficient size and the 
weather and soil conditions amenable. 
 
Included in our spring/summer planting was Hosta 
'Patriot',  white flowered Astilbe, two more hardy 
white-flowered geranium, tall white snapdragons, 
white statice, Cosmos 'Cupcake', white petunias and 
white pelargonium.  Along the edge of the wall we 
planted trailing single and double bacopa, and at 
the entrance white, double flowered Impatiens 
surrounding the concrete planter that contained a 
magnificent green and white leaved hosta.   
 

 
 
By mid-summer, the new border was a mass of 
foliage and flowers with not a speck of soil to be 
seen.  By summer's end we were able to come to 
several conclusions regarding this project.  Most 
notably, it could be considered a success, by 
anyone's standards.   Yay!   Also, we probably won't 
need to add any compost or fertilizer for quite some 
time.  And, we have a bunch of crazy talented 
volunteers who are willing to do just about anything 
to keep the Garden going and growing.   
  ~Priscilla, CHG ‘Garden Guru’ 

   

It hardly seems possible another year has almost 
flown by.  After a dry fall with some spectacular fall 
color, winter is coming.  The rains are about to 
return, along with much shorter, cooler days.  That 
limits our time spent in the garden, and as usual, we 
have much to do with fall cleanup,  pruning, and, 
weeding.  
 
The cooler wetter weather also calls for staying 
inside, enjoying a warm cup of coffee or hot 
chocolate and sharing ideas and planning for the 
coming year in the garden.  We thank all of you for 
your support in the past year, and hope to see all in 
the coming year.  In the meantime, have a warm 
and wonderful holiday season!    
 ~Kathie Arehart, CHG Board President 

 

 
 

 
And don’t think the garden 
Loses its ecstasy in winter. 

It’s quiet, but the roots 
Are down there riotous. 

~Rumi 
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Volunteers are welcome & very much needed.  We can 
always find a task that suits your talents and energy.  

 Drop in on a Tuesday to chat about how you can help.  
 

Connie Hansen Garden is legally managed as a  
non-profit corporation by a dedicated Board of 
Directors, who also volunteer for a variety of tasks 
in the garden itself.     Current directors are : 

Kathie Arehart, President 
Jennie Dahrens, Vice President 

Karen Brown, Treasurer & Secretary pro tem 
Priscilla Patterson, Head Gardener 

Nancy Chase, Photographer 
Shannon Loch, Public relations 

With assistants, Wally Brown, bookkeeper, 
and Ann Hayward, event scheduling… 

And a whole army of volunteers who host the 
garden house, weed, plant, prune, weed some 
more, sweep, repair irrigation and drainage, move 
sprinklers, clean up messes, answer phones, lead 
tours, and do all of the various tasks necessary to 
keep the garden thriving and beautiful for your 
visits. 

Thank you, each and every one!  
 

 
The leaves of Parrotia persica  have outstanding fall  color.  

Connie first planted rhododendrons in 1974, 
according to the journal that she began 45 years 
ago.   Many of these rhododendrons have matured 
into huge specimens, which require constant 
pruning to fit the spaces they have grown into.   
In some cases, these older plants have aged out, 
requiring removal and replacement with young 
vigorous new stock.   
 
For instance, one of the first rhododendrons that 
Connie planted, the beautiful ‘Sir Charles Lemon,’ 
seems to be in decline.  We will eventually need to 
replace it, as we did with the old favorite, ‘Dame 
Nellie Melba.’   
 
We decided to send cuttings of some of our older 
rhododendrons to VanVeen’s Nursery in Portland 
for propagation in order to have young plants in 
stock in case we need them.   This might result in a 
few extra containers of some of our most attractive 
rhododendrons  to be offered in future plant sales.    
 

 
Rich Craven’s Rhododendron ‘Nancy Evans’ x dark red.  

 
We included a few of Rich Craven’s hybrids that 
showed promise.  He had crossed R. ‘Nancy Evans’ 
with an unidentified “dark red” that blooms late in 
the fall to produce a fall blooming shrub with good 
foliage.  This photo was taken on November 16th. 
 
From little twigs, beautiful rhododendrons will 
grow. 
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How do the plants for sale at CHG begin their lives?  
Some are divided from existing plantings, or from 
the gardens of volunteers.   If there are more than 
needed for replanting, the extras are potted up for 
sale.  You’ll find them in front of the Garden House 
on or beside the sale benches from March until 
early December, or in greater quantities at our mid-
month April, July and September plant sales. 
 

 
Japanese Anemones spread by transplantable runners.  

 

 
We often divide c lumps of Hesperantha for plant sales. 

 
Other plants, like Hydrangea,  are started from 
cuttings  taken during the growing season, planted 
into suitable medium, and sheltered until root 
growth is substantial.  This goes on almost all year 
around, producing plants for planting at CHG and 
for sale.  
 

 
Hydrangeas  quercifolia can be propagated by cuttings.  

 
A third technique is planting from seed.  Many 
common annuals and perennials can be easily 
started from seed, either purchased or occasionally 
saved from the previous year.  Some varieties may 
be planted directly in the desired location and some 
will plant themselves from year to year.  To be sure 
of an early start for many of our favorites, they are 
started in a greenhouse, potted up to grow on, and 
either planted or sold in late spring. 
 

 
Cosmos are started by seed to follow the Japanese Iris.  

 
Volunteers  Joan Erlanger and Karen Brown spend 
hours (outside of the usual Tuesday  CHG workday) 
producing a variety of common and unusual plants 
to add color and interest to the garden,  and  to 
provide plants for sale to decorate the gardens of 
our visitors as well.  
 

 
Limnanthes douglasi i    

 
Some annuals, however, need no help with 
propagation.  The native Limnanthes douglasii  
(common name is Meadowfoam) cheerfully seeds 
itself every year in damp areas, providing early 
spring color and an excellent source of nectar, with 
a bonus of fall bloom, weather permitting.   We 
sometimes have seeds available. 
 
When you visit the garden, check out the seed racks 
in the Gift Shop.   
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Mystery Fall  blooming Rhododendron 

 
Any rhody experts out there?  Help us identify this 
amazing rhododendron that goes into full bloom 
in October and November.  It is located west of the 
mailbox on 33rd St if you want to see it. 

Saturday, February 29, 2020  
1:00 to 3:00 

 
A visit from Petal Heads Nursery is a sure sign of 
spring.  Dave and Annilese Doolittle launched their 
West Linn, Oregon nursery in the summer of 2008 
with the vision of offering unique plants that are not 
typically found in garden centers.  Both worked full 
time during the day and spent their evenings and 
weekends developing their small business, so by 
default they focused on plants that required little 
maintenance, but still offered an “element of cool.” 
 It didn’t take long for them to realize there was a 
unique opportunity to stand out by offering an 
extensive line of what has become their most 
treasured Genus – the glorious Helleborus.   
 
     Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 29, 
2020, when the Doolittles will arrive with their  
pick-up packed full of perennials, perfect for our 
coastal climate.  Their bi-annual visits to the Connie 
Hansen Garden kick off with an entertaining photo 
show about how to care for these specialty plants 
and what to expect them to do for us.   
 

 
 

If you are not currently a member and would like to 
be, or would like to give a membership as a gift, the 
options are listed below.  Payments may be sent to:  
CHGC,  PO Box 776,  Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
 
There are no meetings and no requirements.  
Benefits of membership include this quarterly 
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the 
joy of knowing you are helping  to save this 
beautiful garden!  
 
____Individual  $25            ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15   ____Senior family $25    
____Supporter  $100             ____Sponsor  $500 
____Business Supporter $100 
 
________Please send my  "Gazette"  by Email!   
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos of the 
garden in its seasons. 
 
    
Name__________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 

 

 
Thank You! 

 
“Gazette” edited by Karen Brown, 
“E-Gazette” edited by Nancy Chase 


