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LOOKING AHEAD...  

 2017 Calendar of Events 
 

*Sat, March 11  1:00 pm 

Rhododendrons, Mike Bones 
*Sat, April 1       1:00 pm   Rose Marie Nichols 
*Sat, April 29    10:00 to 3:00   Spring Plant Sale 
*Sat., May 13   11:00 & 3:00   Tea Party 
 

Watch for more details on these future events! 
Sat, June 24               Garden Tours 
Sat, July 15                Summer Plant Sale 
Sat, Sept 16              Fall Plant Sale 
Tues, Oct 10            “Pollinators”, Gail Langeletto 
Sat, Dec 2                 Craft Sale 
 

Visit our website often for up to date details! 
We’re on Facebook now too! 

* indicates more information in this issue 
 

 
The Connie Hansen Garden is open every day for 
your visiting enjoyment.  The Garden House is 
open and hosted on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10:00 to 2:00. 

 

 
A  white rhody with winter-red foliage  in January. 

 

 (Photo courtesy of Jack Davis, Siuslaw News) 

 
Mike Bones, owner of Bones Nursery in Florence, 
Oregon, will be giving a talk on Rhododendrons on 
Saturday, March 11th at 1:00 pm at the Connie 
Hansen Garden.  His talk is entitled “Choosing the 
Right Plant for the Right Location / Rhodies 101.”   
 
Mike is well known as a most entertaining and 
informative speaker whose 50 years of expertise 
raising rhododendrons is surpassed only by his 
energy and enthusiasm.  Recently retired, Mike is 
now able to devote himself full time to the nursery 
business and his developing interest in cultivating 
bonsai, as well as his role as President of the very 
active Siuslaw chapter of the American 
Rhododendron Society.   

mailto:Conniehansengarden@msn.com
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(Mike Bones continued) 

He promises to bring a good selection of plants of 
varying sizes for sale from his nursery, including 
several already in bloom.  The Connie Hansen 
Garden will be in the early stages of its spectacular 
spring display of rhodies and azaleas so this is the 
perfect opportunity to acquire inspiration, know-
how and just the right plant for your own garden. 

 

 
‘Christmas Cheer’ begins blooming in December. 

 

 
R. moupinense, a species, blooms in early winter. 

 

 
We don’t know the name of this January bloomer. 

Rhododendron ‘Bric-a-brac’ blooms in February 

 Rhododendron ‘Seta’  began blooming in February.  

   ~Priscilla Patterson 
 
Several years ago, when challenged to come up 
with a fresh and interesting piece of writing for the 
March edition of the Garden Gazette, I penned a 
slightly lyrical piece of fluff entitled “The Winter 
Garden – A Retrospective” in which I described 
winter as “the formative season……..allowing one 
to visualize the necessary work ahead to restore 
balance and harmony to the landscape……...a time 
of vision and dreaming……..”.   
 
My memory is not so great these days, but the 
content of this article strongly suggests that that 
particular winter was probably a complete wash-
out in terms of productivity, and that the majority 
of our volunteer hours were spent poring over 
catalogs, hot drinks in hand, planning what we 
were going to be doing once spring, and better 
weather, arrived. 
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 (Garden Report continued) 
At this time last year, we were just starting to 
emerge from a miserably wet winter in which we 
had also found it difficult to do much, other than 
clean up after storm damage.  My immediate 
reaction to all of this SAD stuff is “What a 
difference a year makes!”  I am simply amazed by 
the progress we have made this winter, thus the 
title of this particular piece which speaks for itself.  
For the time of year, the Garden is far ahead of 
where it generally is and in far better shape than it 
has ever been. 
 

 
Priscilla deciding it’s time to mow the grass. 

 

You may wonder how to account for all of this.  
Clearly, the favorable weather has helped to a 
degree, so that most Tuesdays we have been able 
to work without being either drenched or blown 
away.  Frozen perhaps, on occasion, but that's just a 
motivator to move more quickly.  And the past year 
has seen huge amounts of progress throughout the 
Garden due to a consistently larger volunteer base.   
 

 
Tom had to unplug the heather bed drainage lines. 

 
But the lion's share of the credit goes to the few 
hardy volunteers who have stuck it out all winter, 

working long, hard hours no matter how cold or 
miserable the conditions.  Parts of the Garden that 
have not seen the light of day for a very long time 
have been cleared of blackberry and other noxious 
material, and pruned to emphasize the unique, 
structural beauty of individual plants.  It is now 
possible to see into and through the Garden from 
almost any perspective.  
 

Kathie has worked miracles along the creek bed. 
 
The creek has been kept consistently debris free 
and the banks and edges trimmed and opened up 
to emphasize its intricate twists and turns.  A new 
lawn service is re-edging beds and keeping the 
grassy areas in perfect shape, enhancing the 
sweeping curves that follow the natural contours of 
the landscape. 
 

 
Witch Hazel blooms, like little red ribbons 

 
Spring seems a little later than usual this year 
because of the extended spell of below freezing 
temperatures.   It is still too early to report if there 
has been significant permanent damage to less 
hardy plants.  Early blooming rhododendrons and 
azaleas are bringing color to the Garden; 
Sarcococca, witch hazel and Parrotia are in full 
bloom and camellias are showing early flowers.   
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 (Garden Report continued) 

Leucojum, aka snowflakes, were the first bulbs of 
the year to bloom in early January, and now 
crocuses, reticulata iris and cyclamen are starting to 
carpet the ground.  Primroses and hellebore are 
opening more blossoms each day.  
 

 
Some Cyclamen have beautifully patterned leaves. 

 

Iris reticulata 

 
If spring is indeed a little “far behind” this year, 
then all the better for those of us who look forward 
to being able to keep the momentum going, and to 
continue to gain ground throughout the coming 
year. 
 

 
Winter-blooming Iris unguicularis in the species iris bed 

 

Talk and Seed Sale, April 1st at 1:00 PM

 
We are pleased to feature Rose Marie Nichols for  
a talk on combining ornamental vegetables and 
herbs with flowers to create a beautiful and  
productive garden.   She has her favorites:  
edible plants that have outstanding beauty,  
and a few vibrant annuals that enhance the  
health and vigor of the plants around them.   
 
Rose Marie will present varieties that will thrive in 
our coastal climate, and suggest how ornamental 
vegetables and herbs may be planted into your 
flower garden.  She will also bring Nichols Garden 
Seeds that may be purchased after the talk.  
Nichols Garden Nursery specializes in the best 
available regionally appropriate varieties of herb, 
vegetable and flower seeds, including heirloom and 
unique varieties, field tested in Albany, Oregon. 
 

 

 
Hellebore Honeyhill Joy 
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Periodically, we will be writing a short feature 
article on those plants which have been selected 
for permanent signs. At present, we have installed 
56 signs and plan to add more over time. The 
plants we have selected so far have been chosen 
for their prominence as major features in the 
landscape, unusual and striking characteristics, and 
frequent mention by our visitors.  All of the 
information from these articles will be gathered 
into a compendium that will be made available to 
CHG visitors and online on our website. 
 
Our first featured plant can be seen as you enter 
the Garden, just off the southwest corner of the 
front porch. The Hinoki cypress, botanical name 
Chamaecyparis obtusa, from the family 
Cupressaceae, is a coniferous evergreen tree from 
southern Japan, broadly conical in form, with dark 
green, scaly, fanshaped leaves and dark reddish 
bark.  
 
There are many, many cultivars of this fine, easily 
grown species of Chamaecyparis, and although we 
have not determined which ours may be, it does 
appear to be relatively slow growing and may be a 
dwarf variety, having reached only 15 feet or so in 
over 40 years. 
 
Tolerating a wide variety of conditions, this tree 
prefers a sunny location in well-drained slightly 
acidic soil and is quite trouble free and 
undemanding. Most cultivars readily lend 
themselves to careful shaping and pruning if 
required but have been developed to become 
beautiful specimen plants in almost any setting. 

This particular plant is significant to us not only 
because of its mature and elegant nature but 
because of what we have learned of its history. It 
seems that Connie was so enamored of what must 
at the time have been a fairly recent acquisition, 
that when she made the move to Oregon from her 
home in Walnut Creek California, she had the 
young Hinoki dug, potted up and brought, with no 
small effort, to her new garden, where it was 
planted close to the house so she could monitor its 
progress daily.  
 
As gardeners, I think we can all relate to this 
endearing story and appreciate the enduring legacy 
of Connie's garden all the more. 

 
Just in time for spring planting, the annual CHG 
Spring Plant Sale will be April 29th this year, open 
from 10:00 to 3:00.  Expect to find shrubs and 
perennials appropriate for coastal growing, along 
with early annuals for summer color.   
 
Divisions from CHG plus starts from volunteers’ 
gardens will be ready for immediate transplanting, 
to add something that may be new to you or even 
a bit unusual, along with old favorites.  There 
should be a good batch of primula japonica, the 
beautiful Candelabra primrose, which is often hard 
to find.  Gardeners will be on hand to answer 
questions.  
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One of the opportunities available at the Connie 
Hansen Garden is the use of the venue for your 
private event.  Weddings, meetings, birthday 
parties, performances, ‘Writing in the Garden’, and 
“Photography in the Garden” events have been 
held. Tours for small or large groups are available.  
The capacity of the house is small, but for many 
events this venue is perfect for the size you need.   
 
Classes and presentations are scheduled all year 
around, with details listed on our website. Janet 
Anderson, the rental agent for the garden, and  
Ann Hayward schedule and facilitate each event.   
 
 Many wonderful volunteers help keep this special 
place running smoothly.  We now have volunteer 
hosts at the garden on Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
and Tuesday.  The garden house is open with a host 
from March to November. The house can be used 
for events at any time of year.  There are some 
restrictions, but they are minimal and the cost is 
extremely reasonable. 
 

 
The view into the garden from the meeting room 

 

In the past few years, many improvements have 
been added. A new paver walkway provides a 
smooth, hard surfaced access from the cedar  
entry-way pergola to the house, the porch, and the 
plant sale area.  The pond area has been rebuilt, 
and a new bridge leads to the candelabra primrose 
garden.  Approximately 75 plants are now labeled.  
More identification signs are on the way. 
 
Call or email the garden if you have questions: 
541-994-6338 and/or  
conniehansengarden@msn.com 
 
If you wish to use the house or book a group tour, 
please arrange in advance.  

 

Spring has sprung…. a leak…. again!  All of us at the 
garden are tired of our rainy winter and are looking 
forward to sunny dry days and the spring bloom of 
bulbs and flowers.     
 
The hardiest volunteers have been laboring 
through the winter, pruning and weeding and 
cleaning up after the storms, for in a mature 
garden like ours, the work is never done.  
 
The early spring blooming bulbs, flowers and 
shrubs are out, promises of things to come. Our 
group of volunteers continues to grow, thanks to 
Jenny’s recruiting efforts, and we’re now going to 
be able to host the garden shop Fridays as well as 
Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10 to 2, starting 
in March.  Of course, the garden is open for visitors 
all days.  Come see!!        
  ~~Kathie Arehart, CHG President 
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Join us May 13th  for our annual Tea Party.  This 
year will be a High Tea with savories and desserts.  
Also music, games and prizes.  Hats and gloves will 
be available to borrow.  Seatings at 11:00 and 3:00.  
Reservations are required as seating is limited.  
 
 Tickets are $20.00, $18.00 for members.  Call 
Jenny at 541-992-4567 to reserve your seat. 
 
 

 

 

Just a reminder…Connie Hansen Garden is qualified 
to participate in the Oregon Cultural Trust 
program.  For more information, see their website,  
http://culturaltrust.org/get-involved/donate/  
Ask your accountant or inquire at the Garden for 
brochures. 
 
Editors: 
“Gazette” edited by Karen Brown, 
“E-Gazette” edited by Nancy Chase 

If you are not currently a member and would like to 
be, or would like to give a membership as a gift, the 
options are listed below.  Payments may be sent 
to:  CHGC,  PO Box 776,  Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
 
There are no meetings and no requirements.  
Benefits of membership include this quarterly 
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the 
joy of knowing you are helping  to save this 
beautiful garden!  
 
 
____Individual  $25            ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15   ____Senior family $25    
____Supporter  $100             ____Sponsor  $500 
____Business Supporter $100 
 
________Please send my  "Gazette"  by Email!   
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos of 
the garden in its seasons. 
 
    
Name__________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________ 
 

 
 

Thank you! 


