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2021 Calendar of Events 
When events can again be scheduled, we will post them 

on our bulletin board and web page, also this newsletter. 
Visit our website often for up to date details,  

Share your photos of CHG on our Facebook page. 
 

 
Spring at CHG 

The Garden House, with Gift Shop, Gallery, library, 
meeting room and rest rooms is closed until further 
notice.  The garden itself remains open during 
daylight hours for the public to enjoy walking the 
pathways. 
 
Masks and social distancing are recommended, 
since visitors come from all over the world.  
Plants for sale will be available in front of the house 
when they are ready.  Your plant payments and 
donations are welcome.  Place cash or check in an 
envelope provided beside the bulletin board and 
put through the letter slot in the front door.  Thank 
you for your generous contribution to the future of 
this garden. 
 

 
Misty winter morning in the Morning Garden.  

 
Rhododendron “Cornubia” 

This magnificent tree-sized rhod is blooming right 
now in the southwest corner of the garden, best 
seen from Oar Street.  It is always one of the first to 
bloom.  It thrives in our mild coasal climate, but is 
vulnerable to deep cold. 
 

From the President’s Desk:  
Hooray!  Sunshine! Blue skies!  However brief their 
appearance, they herald that winter, with its grey 
days, long nights, and wild weather, is on its way 
out.  The earliest harbingers of Spring, snowdrops, 
hellebores, early daffodils and rhodies are in bloom. 
Primula and  pulmonaria are about  to burst into 
bloom.  The deciduous shrubs and trees are budded 
and ready to  burst into growth.  After a long season 
of Covid-19 confinement these are welcome sights 
indeed. 
  
 We’ll be looking forward to your visits again and 
reopening the gift shop when allowed.  The plants 
on the bench for sale will also reappear when 
appropriate.  In the meantime, wear your mask and 
stay safely distanced!  
  ~Kathie Arehart, CHG President     
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Is That a Flower? 

 
 
Oh yes, the sweet scented winter blooms of Hamamelis, 
aka Witch Hazel, brightening late winter on bare 
branches of a small tree.  Yellow, orange and red fall 
foliage brightens the garden as well. 
 

Pernettya 

 
 

What are these beautiful berries, bright in the dead of 
winter?  Pernettya.  A compact two to three foot shrub 
with dark green stickery foliage and lovely berries in this 
red, pink or white.  Pernettya spreads by underground 
runners to form a dense clump.  It is suitable for sun or 
shade, and damp soil.  Good for the coast. Prune or 
shear before spring growth to promote density. 
 
Visit Connie Hansen Garden soon, and frequently - 

Watch the garden waking up for spring. 
 

 

Food for Thought 
From:  Anne Lamott in “Bird by Bird” 
 
The garden is one of the two great metaphors for 
humanity. The other, of course, is the river. Metaphors 
are a great language tool, because they explain the 
unknown in terms of the known. But they only work if 
they resonate in the heart of the writer. So I felt a little 
understaffed here, loving the metaphor when I came 
upon it, wanting to work with it, and yet not loving to 
garden. 
 
I didn't know where to start, but I did know that the 
garden did not start out as metaphor. It started out as 
paradise. Then, as now, the garden is about life and 
beauty and the impermanence of all living things. The 
garden is about feeding your children, providing food for 
the tribe. It's part of an urgent territorial drive that we 
can probably trace back to animals storing food. It's a 
competitive display mechanism, like having a prize bull, 
this greed for the tomatoes and English tea roses; it's 
about winning, about providing society with superior 
things, and about proving that you have taste and good 
values and you work hard, And what a wonderful relief 
every so often to know who the enemy is - because in 
the garden, the enemy is everything: aphids, the 
weather, time. And you pour yourself into it, care so 
much, and see up close so much birth and growth and 
beauty and danger and triumph - and then everything 
dies anyway, right? But you just keep doing it............... 

 
An Observation by May Sarton 

from "A Private Mythology" 
 
     True gardeners cannot bear a glove 
     Between the sure touch and the tender root, 
     Must let their hands grow knotted as they move 
     With a rough sensitivity about 
     Under the earth, between the rock and shoot, 
     Never to bruise or wound the hidden fruit. 
     And so I watched my mother's hands grow scarred, 
     She who could heal the wounded plant or friend 
     With the same vulnerable yet rigorous love; 
     I minded once to see her beauty gnarled, 
     But now her truth is given me to live, 
     As I learn for myself we must be hard 
     To move among the tender with an open hand,  
     And to stay sensitive up to the end 
     Pay with some toughness for a gentle world. 
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Volunteers Wanted! 
Wanted?  I’m sure you’ve seen the signs. 
Connie Hansen Garden needs volunteers.  Volunteers 
are what keeps the garden going…growing…beautiful. 
There are a wide variety of volunteer opportunities 
available.  Perhaps you could spare a couple of hours 
once a week?  Or even just once in awhile? 
 
Obviously, there is always weeding, trimming, pruning, 
grooming and planting just waiting for the right 
someone.  You can find any one of these that fits your 
wish for intensity—easy, easier, or maybe you like a 
good workout.   
 
But if you aren’t really into dirt, you could also help with 
some indoor house cleaning, tidying, porch sweeping, 
window washing…you decide. You could spend a few 
hours once a month being a host at the desk, greeting 
visitors, selling items from the gift shop and plants from 
the front benches. 
 
If any of these options sounds like fun, which it certainly 
can be, we’ll be happy to have you join the team and 
we’ll help you find your niche. 
 
Since we are carefully following the current guidelines 
for pandemic safety, the house is closed.  Outdoor 
garden workers meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM, weather 
permitting.  Drop in (masked of course) and chat, then 
plan to volunteer as the season gets under way and we 
begin to garden in earnest. 
 

 
Rainy day Azalea 

Spring Garden Tasks  
  

As winter gives way to spring, on a sunny day we are all 
eager to get outdoors and begin to bring order to our 
surroundings.  What to do first? 
   
Pruning!  One of the first tasks you might want to do is 
any necessary pruning to tidy up the shrubs and trees in 
the yard.  Start by removing any damaged branches and 
dead blooms.  Cut back to a side growth bud facing in 
the direction you want the new growth to go.  Make 
space between branches to encourage good air flow and 
light to the inner foliage. 
 
Trimming!  Hedges and dense shrubs benefit by some 
trimming to keep them neater and encourage dense 
growth. 
 
Fertilizing!  As growth begins again, early spring is best 
time to apply dry granular fertilizer around the drip line 
of shrubs and perennials.  Apply it to bulb flowers after 
the blooms have finished by sprinkling it lightly over the 
planting area.  Leave the foliage on and growing as long 
as possible to provide strength for next year for those 
that overwinter. 
 
Planting!?  Only the hardiest of winter blooming flowers 
can be planted this early, but as the season progresses 
you will find more and more candidates for your 
enjoyment.  Primroses and pansies are among the 
earliest to appear for sale, and can be planted now for 
color.  They are particularly handy for temporary color in 
window boxes and porch planters, before the garden soil 
dries out enough to prepare. 
 
General clean up!  Definitely.  All those wind blown 
twigs, piles of dead leaves, cones, and whatever other 
debris has collected during winter storms can be raked 
and swept up to clean up the appearance of your yard. 
 
Mowing!  If you have lawn that has become ragged, wait 
for a dry day and tidy it up by mowing.   
 
Weeding!  The ever present task for any time of year 
that the soil is dry enough for you to get to the offending 
weeds.  There are nearly always plenty to attack. Add a 
good layer of mulch to your newly cleared soil to 
discourage their return. 
 
And, if you do all that and more, you’ll be wishing for 
another rainy week so you can rest up!   
 



 4 

The Reward for Volunteering:  The Flowers  
 
The early blooming rhododendrons open like old 
friends coming for a visit.  In spite of the rain, one 
by one they show their colors.   
 

Rhododendron ‘Seta’  
The two plants of Rhododendron ‘Seta’ offer an 
amazing display in January. 
 

 
Rhododendron moupinense 

Rhododendron moupinense blooms in January and 
February.  Its location in the raised terrace allows 
you to appreciate its delicate beauty face to face.    
 

 
Rhododendron ‘Br ic-a-brac’ 

Connie planted ‘Bric-a-Brac’ where she could see it 
from her windows.  It still flowers faithfully every 
February, petite and beautiful. 

  
Rhododendron ‘Christmas Cheer’ 

Of all the early rhododendrons, the earliest is 
‘Christmas Cheer.’   It sometimes opens in late 
December, although this year it was still in full 
bloom in February.   Include a variety of 
rhododendrons in your garden to have blooms from 
winter until July.  Avoid beach wind.  
 

Other Plants for Winter Color 
 

 
Hellebore ‘Hi l lside Honeytree’ 

Hellebores, sometimes called Christmas Roses, 
bloom in the winter months. 

 

 
 
Cyclamen persicum and Cyclamen coum bloom in 
winter here on the coast.  They prefer well-drained 
soils in full or part shade.  Many varieties are grown 
for their ornamental foliage. 
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Heather drapes over the stone wall, part of a large 
planting of assorted heathers in the East Garden.  
Heather grows well at the coast, and is relatively 
carefree.  It prefers sun and good drainage. Deer 
and slugs don’t like it, and it is normally long lived.  
Shear gently after bloom to encourage dense, 
healthy growth. 

 
Plants for Sale Coming Soon! 

Volunteers Karen Brown and Joan Erlanger will 
again be providing an assortment of plants for sale 
from the benches in front of the store this year.    
Plants are grown off site and will be delivered 
weekly when they are ready to be planted.   
A large supply of Candelabra primroses will be 
available later this year, along with assorted grass-
like plants. Various colorful annuals and perennials 
will be ready later in the spring.  A dozen kinds of 
iris are developing right now.  There are too many 
options coming along to list all of them here. 
 
Since the garden house will not be open for sales 
until it is safe to do so, plan to pay with cash or 
check, placed in an envelope provided next to the 
bulletin board, and slide it through the mail slot in 
the door.  Volunteers will pick these up and process 
them frequently.   
 

Visit in mid-March to see the R. c il iatum blooming.  

MEMBERSHIPS 
 
If you are not currently a member and would like to 
be, or would like to give a membership as a gift, the 
options are listed below.  Payments may be sent to:  
CHGC,  PO Box 776,  Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
 
There are no meetings and no requirements.  
Benefits of membership include this quarterly 
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the 
joy of knowing you are helping to save this beautiful 
garden!  
 
____Individual  $25            ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15   ____Senior family $25    
____Supporter  $100             ____Sponsor  $500 
____Business Supporter $100 
 
________Please send my  "Gazette"  by Email!   
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos of the 
garden in its seasons. 
 
    
Name__________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 
 
Email_________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
Editors:  Karen Brown, print version 
    Nancy Chase, E-Gazette 
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