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Rhododendron ‘Scinti l lation’  

 

Saturday, July 20, 10:00 - 3:00    Summer Plant Sale  
Saturday, Sept. 21, 10:00 - 3:00   Fall Plant Sale 
 
     Additional events we are still planning….      
October:       Petal Heads Nursery 
November:   Silk Scarf workshop 
           Ornament Decorating Workshop 
Saturday, December 7         Craft Sale 
 
Other events and dates TBA as they become 
scheduled. Watch this space and our website for 
more dates and times. 
 

Visit our website often for up to date details, & 
Share your photos of CHG on our Facebook page. 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, July 20, 2019 
10:00 - 3:00  (or when we’ve sold it all!) 

 
Are there still a few empty spots in your summer 
garden?  Maybe where something didn’t thrive, or 
you’ve noticed a lack of color.  Or maybe where a 
permanent shrubby planting or ground cover 
would better suit your future plans?  Plan to attend 
our traditional summer plant sale. 
 
There will be a good selection of both temporary 
plants for color and permanent plants for sale at 
our yearly summer sale, to pique your interest and 
fill the empty spaces.  As usual, it is first come, first 
to find the choice items.  Since Connie Hansen 
Garden is not really a nursery, quantities and 
selection are limited. 
 
Even if you don’t need anything, a sale visit, with 
the chance to confer with avid gardeners and to 
walk about the garden, is always fun. 
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Spring, with its fickle and unpredictable nature 
careening from one extreme to the next, is gone.  The 
garden is lush with all the new growth.  The rhodies and 
other spring blooming shrubs are spectacular now.   
 

 
 
The Siberian iris and peonies are just starting, with 
Japanese iris to follow in June.   
 

 
Lupins mix with Siberian Iris  in the sunny perennial bed.  

 
The perennial beds are blooming, and just for good 
measure we’re planting lots of colorful annuals which 
will reach their peak bloom this summer.  Many of 
these plants will be propagated for sale in our annual 
summer sale on July 20.  We’d love to see you then, but 
the garden is worth a walk around any time, changing 
from week to week.  See you soon! 
 

 
 Sit  and enjoy the changing array of  rhododendrons.  

 

 
 

Rheum palmatum tanguticum 
 

Summer at the Connie Hansen Garden is a world of 
green repose. Gone are the glory days of spring.  
The rhododendrons and iris have bloomed 
themselves silly all spring long.  Not to be outdone 
by the explosion of spring color, there are some 
outstanding perennials that are worthy of a 
summer excursion. 
 
Rheum palmatum tanguticum, also known as 
Chinese Rhubarb, is one of these bold and unusual 
perennials.  Kin to edible rhubarb, this prehistoric-
looking specimen has huge leaves that unfurl in 
reddish tones.  Summer colors the leaves dark 
green with rich, purple undersides.  Tall stems of 
crimson flowers bloom May through July.  Later, 
the foliage turns red for a spectacular fall finale.  
The stems are red, but are not edible!  
 
This handsome and architectural specimen requires 
a moist, but not wet site and can tolerate heavy 
soil, including clay.  Here at the coast, it’s happy in 
full sun.  Flower spires grow up to six feet, making 
it easy to spot in the garden.  It does well stream-
side, or next to a pond, which is where it can be 
found at the Connie Hansen Garden. 
    ~~~Shannon Loch 
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Images of the garden are the ultimate “Garden 
Report.”  The hours of work behind the scenes, all 
the tending of garden beds no matter the weather, 
have been worth the effort.  This is our gift to the 
public, a place to relax and enjoy the flowers. 
 

 
Gardens can be divided into themed areas, called 
“Rooms” by some gardeners.   Local soil and water 
conditions determine what will grow well, and 
colors are selected that look harmonious together.   
 
For instance, the area east of the parking lot 
receives a great deal of underground water, hence 
the series of Ponds, surrounded by plants that 
want sun and moist roots.   Rheum palmatum 
tanguticum  (Chinese Rhubarb), Salix elaeagnos 
(Rosemary Willow), and yellow Limnanthes 
(meadowfoam) are happy here.  
 
The new “White Border” also has to deal with the 
damp soil.  The unusual alder in the corner, Alnus 
glutinosa 'Imperialis,' likes wet feet.  It is especially 
beautiful when the wind blows. 
 

 
This path through the Morning Garden leads past a 
thriving Gunnera and the “Gold Bed” down to the 
“East Garden” area, much drier.    

Species Rhododendrons range in size from tiny 
ground covers (R. radicans) to huge trees.  The 
rhododendron collection at CHG includes 37 
rhododendron species, all mixed in with the beds 
of hybrid rhodies.   
 

 
 
Some, like the fragrant R. polyandrum ssp maddenii 
(above) have Connie’s original tags, tucked deep in 
the branches, as did R. metternichii (below).   
Both were especially beautiful this year. 
 

 
 

 
R. yunnanense, another species rhododendron, 
drapes over the bridge, with double azaleas below. 
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R. cinnabarinum 'Roylei' is a species that might 
prefer dappled shade. 
 

 
Connie planted this species, R. serpyllifolium, in 
1981, but it is still low and compact. 
 

 
Species R. bureavii, leaves covered in fuzzy tomentum. 
 

 
Rhododendron pachysanthum,  blooming in the 
May rain.  The new leaves are a lovely silver grey. 
 
 

 
This rhody burst into bloom last year after being 
given more light.  We don’t yet have a positive ID 
on it, other than “Wow!”           

        ~~~Nancy Chase, Garden Photographer 

 

You may be thinking that when the rhodies and iris 
finish blooming, the best of the garden is past.  Not 
so!  Volunteers have been weeding, working up 
soil, and planting a nice array of annuals and 
perennials for summer bloom.  The garden changes 
constantly, and every visit brings new vistas to 
enjoy. 
 
Thanks to volunteers Joan Erlanger and Karen 
Brown, you will probably spot some of the lesser 
known or even unusual plants they have been 
starting from seed this year.  
 
Salpiglossus will be blooming soon.  You don’t 
know this plant?  Neither did dozens of visitors 
who saw it last year.  Centauria americana, a tall 
white blooming member of the bachelor button 
family is another surprise. 
 
Kids can find adventures at CHG, too.  One young 
man touring with his parents recently enjoyed 
dropping rhododendron bloom “boats” from the 
East Garden Bridge, was awed by the huge gunnera 
leaves beside the path, and conferred with the tiny 
fish in the pond, after sharing a secret path through 
the jungle as we walked the south side.  His parents 
enjoyed thinking about plant partners they might 
incorporate in their own landscape, and identifying 
plants they’d never noticed before. 
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The Connie Hansen Art Gallery exhibit this spring 
features four artists, two of whom are volunteers, 
Nancy Chase and Robirda Baker. The exhibit will 
continue through the summer.  

We held our 4th Annual High Tea at Connie Hansen 
Garden on May 11th.  It is always a fun, wonderful 
time, trying on hats and eating tasty food, 
enhanced by the backdrop of the Garden, which 
could not be more beautiful this time of year. 
 
We owe many thanks to all our bakers and helpers 
who helped to put on this event.  Mostly we want 
to thank all the patrons who came to support the 
Garden.  We hope you will come again next year. 
Mark your calendars, it is always the day before 
Mother’s Day. 

Volunteers are always welcome at Connie Hansen 
Garden.  There are a variety of tasks to be done, 
including hosting the Garden House to be open for 
visitors to enjoy.  Last year, we were able to be 
open from 10: to 2: five days of the week.  It would 
be nice to be open every day. Hosts may choose a 
convenient day or days to be on hand to greet 
visitors and sell items from the gift shop.

Needless to say, weeds grow, pruning awaits, new 
plants need planting, and dozens of other tasks are 
always needed.  We can find a job to fit your skills 
and available time.  Your help would be welcomed. 

 
 

Connie Hansen Garden is open every day, 
From dawn to dusk, for your enjoyment. 
 
The Garden House, with Gift Shop, Gallery and 
Library, will be open Tuesdays, and Thursday 
through Sunday, from 10:00 to 2:00 each week. 
 
Call or email for more information if needed. 
Please leave a message so we can contact you. 
 

If you are not currently a member and would like to 
be, or would like to give a membership as a gift, the 
options are listed below.  Payments may be sent 
to:  CHGC,  PO Box 776,  Lincoln City, OR 97367. 
 
There are no meetings and no requirements.  
Benefits of membership include this quarterly 
publication, a 10% discount in our gift shop and the 
joy of knowing you are helping  to save this 
beautiful garden!  
 
____Individual  $25            ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15   ____Senior family $25    
____Supporter  $100             ____Sponsor  $500 
____Business Supporter $100 
 
________Please send my  "Gazette"  by Email!   
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos of 
the garden in its seasons. 
 
    
Name__________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 

 

 
 

Thank You! 
 

“Gazette” edited by Karen Brown, 
“E-Gazette” edited by Nancy Chase 


