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2018 Calendar of Events 
*Sat., June 23 10:--2:30 
 GARDEN FESTIVAL        
  Speakers and plant sales, 
  Other fun activities for kids 
*Sat., July 14   Concerts in the Garden 
  Rose Hashimoto 
  12: 00 Noon – Great for kids 
  4:00  A second selection of music 
*Sat., July 21 10:00-3:00 Summer Plant Sale 
Sat., Sep. 15 10:00-3:00  Fall Plant Sale 
Sat., Dec. 1 Craft Sale 
*See more information in this newsletter 
 
Other events and dates TBA as they become 
scheduled. Watch this space for more info. 
 

Visit our website often for up to date details! 
We’re on Facebook now too 

 

Two amazing speakers, plant sales, and a painted 
rock hunt (great for kids and adults alike) are just a 
few of the features planned for your enjoyment at 
this year’s Connie Hansen Garden Festival. 
 
To kick off the fun, the first speaker, at 10:00 AM, 
will be Linda Beutler, sharing her passion for “Old 
Garden Roses”.  (Her photo is on the left with 
Clematis.)  She plans to speak for about an hour, 
and will answer questions about growing these 
wonderful rose varieties. 

 
Linda Beutler is also curator of the Rogerson 
Clematis Collection, President of the International 
Clematis Society, and a nationally recognized 
author and lecturer, besides having taught 
horticultural courses at Clackamas Community 
College for many years.  She plans to bring some 
clematis for sale, and can certainly share her 
expertise on these plants as well. 

~~~~~~ 
At 1:30, our second speaker, Lynne Russell, 
horticultural hobbiest from Portland, will give a talk 
and slide presentation on North American pitcher 
plants (Sarracenia), followed by a plant sale of this 
ravenous and handsome species.  
 
Unusual looking and easy to grow, pitcher plants 
catch thousands of insects in their trumpet shaped 
leaves. Partially filled with water, the tall pitchers 
are good mimics of flowers, a trait that lures insects 
looking for food.  Sarracenia are highly efficient fly 
catchers and easiest of the carnivorous plants to 
grow.  
 

mailto:Conniehansengarden@msn.com
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(Garden Festival continued) 

 
Darlingtonia californica is closely related to Sarracenia. 

 

Pitcher plants are bog plants that require constant 
moisture and full sun. Cultivated in the garden, 
they do best planted in pots, placed in saucers filled 
with water.   Lynne will cover how and where to 
grow, winter dormancy, propagation, soil 
requirements and watering, as well as bringing 
along a selection of carnivorous plants for sale.  
 
All day, visit the amazing Portable Bee Hive!  Peek 
into its windows to watch the worker bees. 
 
Enjoy the honey tasting booth, with honey from 
local beekeepers.  Talk with experts on the plants 
that provide pollen for all your local pollinators.   
 

 
 
Especially fun for kids (and adults too):  As you 
explore the garden look for the Painted Rocks that 
will be hidden along the garden paths.  Keep a 
favorite, and hide others for someone else to find 
and keep.  
 

 

 

All who are familiar with Connie's garden would 
unequivocally agree that mid to late spring is the 
most spectacularly beautiful time to visit.  The vista 
as you look west from the parking lot over sculpted 
beds full of iris and perennials proudly displaying 
lush new growth in an endless variety of  
tantalizing textures and colors, and surrounded on 
all sides by rhododendrons and azaleas in full 
bloom, provides a feast for the eyes and draws you 
into the garden to explore, with all senses on high 
alert.  
 

 
An old unidentified rhody bloomed this year, a surprise. 

 

Every day brings new discoveries, revealing fresh 
color combinations as flower buds open and new 
growth unfolds. It renews the spirit and never 
becomes stale no matter how frequently you 
immerse yourself in it.  If you are able to manage 
only one visit to the garden per year, late April and 
May should be the time you choose. 
 
After a very mild winter, spring settled into a 
pattern of cooler than usual temperatures, which 
left the garden in a state of suspended animation 
throughout February and March.  By the beginning 
of April, when historically many very early shrubs 
and trees such as hamamelis, camellia and 
magnolia are finished blooming, it was apparent 
that there was going to be a swift and sudden 
awakening of all early and mid-spring blooming 
varieties.   Sure enough, towards the end of the 
second week of April, the garden came alive with a 
vengeance and continues to surpass itself on a 
daily basis. 
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(Garden Report Continued) 

 
 
Although Connie continually expanded her 
collection of ornamentals, she clearly became 
increasingly and overwhelmingly captivated by 
rhododendrons and azaleas, and spent a great  
percentage of her waking hours collecting, creating 
beds and making space for, planting and then 
moving, as many different varieties as she could lay 
her hands on.  
 
She did not, however, spend an equal amount of 
time cataloging or labeling said plantings, which 
has made our ongoing process of identification 
rather a challenge.  
  

 
This rhody is a Maddenii, but we have no variety ID. 

 

We occasionally spot one of Connie’s original 
aluminum tags as the older shrubs are pruned to 
let in more light and space.  Each new identification 
gets added to the database and put on the maps.  
Visiting nursery people are very helpful in helping 
us find the original variety names. 
 
Volunteer Nancy Chase must be given great credit 
for the progress she has made into discovering and 
identifying many of the heretofore unknowns, as 
well as cataloging and mapping of all of the garden 
beds and plantings.   

Considering the magnificence of these stately 
beauties, it's hardly surprising that Connie became 
obsessed with them.  Add to that the fact that they 
are supremely suited to the coastal soils and 
climate, that they don't require a whole lot in the 
way of upkeep, and that the genus includes 
varieties that can provide a combined bloom 
period from December to July and vary in size from 
30 foot trees to 3 inch high rock garden gems, and 
you begin to understand why she created a garden 
that features so many of them.    
 

 
We assume the large rhody is one of the Loderi varieties. 
 

Now in its maturity, the rhododendron and azalea 
collection defines the character of this garden, 
gives it structure and style, a sense of permanence 
and cohesiveness, and a transcendent, seasonal 
beauty.       
 
Did Connie know what she was creating when she 
“scalped” her flowing beds and borders from bare 
ground and filled them with all of these incredible 
plants?  Who can tell, but I'm sure she would be 
absolutely delighted to see what the Garden is 
today. 

~~Priscilla Patterson, Head Gardener 
 

 
The Loderi rhodys have huge stature and great fragrance. 
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 New Exhibit, opening mid-June in the CHG Gallery 

Watercolors by Leslie WeldGartrell 
 
“Finally, after my children were in college, I could 
paint something besides walls.  I started painting 
with a child’s box of watercolors, 3 paint brushes 
and some cheap paper. If it didn’t work out well, I 
hadn’t invested a lot of money I couldn’t afford.  
Watercolors because I liked the feel of the brush 
on paper.  Watercolors dried fast and the paints 
and paper were easy to clean up, pack away and 
move on. (From Oregon, to Portugal, to Saudi 
Arabia, to Alaska and back.)  
 
 “In time I recognized that whatever my art looked 
like, it was my art.  And I learned that whatever  
comes out of the end of my paintbrush is as much 
about how I feel  about what I see as it is about 
what I am seeing. 
 
‘I didn’t know people would see me as an “artist” 
when I began painting.   I just knew I wanted to 
paint. I knew I wanted to paint with watercolors.  
With watercolors you have to find the light then 
leave space for it.  You can’t paint over what you 
don’t like.  You have to make something of what 
you have painted.  And you must allow yourself to 
“learn” as you go along, which also means 
sometimes you just throw that paper away and 
begin again.  Paper is cheap (most of it). 
 

“It is color though that first catches my eye, then I 
look for the light and the shading in the color.  A 
curious sort of person, I look around to see what 
makes that particular spot of color stand out, what 
gives it a place in space, what is it that causes me 
to not merely look, but to see?  Only then do I take 
the photo(s) I want to use as my guide.  I don’t 
have visual memory and even with a photo cannot 
see the picture in my mind.  But I can feel it, sense 
its motion, its place it in time and space.  It is these 
that guide my brush.”            ~Leslie WeldGartrell 
 
 

 

New leaves that feel like rubber, swollen and 
covered with white powder, indicate Azalea Leaf 
Gall.  This leaf gall is caused by a fungus 
(Exobasidium vaccinii) which occurs most 
commonly on azaleas, but can also infect 
rhododendrons.  It is most severe in springs with 
cool, moist weather.  The infection occurs when 
fungal spores, which may be blown by wind or 
washed by rain, enter the leaf bud tissue from the 
bark. The disease is most likely to occur on plants 
in areas of poor air movement and/or deep shade, 
and with high moisture levels.  
 
The best control is to remove the galls as soon as 
they are noticed.  If galls are not removed, the 
disease is likely to be much more severe the next 
year.  Chemical control would be sprays of tribasic 
copper sulphate applied before bud break and at 
two week intervals until leaves are fully grown.   
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Northwest native violist, Rose Hashimoto, returns 
to the Connie Hansen Garden,  performing two 
outdoor solo concerts at noon and 4:00 pm, 
Saturday, July 14, 2018. In 2015, Rose organized a 
community-based tour of the Pacific Northwest 
with the Evergreen String Quartet, including a 
much acclaimed performance held in the Morning 
Garden. This year, join Rose for an exploration of 
the unique voice of the viola. The music spans 
three centuries and features three living 
composers, including two NW. composers. 
 
Rose loves performing music in unusual settings, 
and she is always searching for ways to create 
concert experiences that are more accessible, 
informal, and enjoyable for people of all ages and 
backgrounds. To that end, the noon time "brown 
bag" performance is geared toward families and 
children. Bring lunch, a blanket and the kids for a 
highly accessible, interactive music experience.  
 
One of the pieces Rose will be performing this 
summer, "In the Shade of an Acacia Tree", was 
written by her friend, Ayumi Okada. Rose shared in 
a recent note, "Ayumi is excited that I'll be playing 
this piece in a real garden. There couldn't be a 
better setting for it!"  To hear Rose playing this 
piece outside in her New York City neighborhood 
park last summer, go to 
https://youtu.be/HCADidmTtay  

CHG plant sales are always popular events, with 
the most colorful and choicest plants going to 
those who arrive in the 10:00 rush.  However, 
regardless of the time of arrival, each visitor finds 
treasures to take home.  This mid-summer sale will 
be no exception, with a wide variety of choice 
landscape plants, some rather rare, and others 
well-known, all ready to plant in your garden to fill 
those empty spaces. 
 

 
 
In this sale we will be offering a large enough 
selection of the less common heathers that they 
will be available all day.   
 

 
 
Thanks to Bernie Lautenschlaeger, whose 
enthusiasm for heather propagation has led to far 
more plants than he has space to grow, we have 
the opportunity to add the amazing seasonally 
changing colors of heather foliage and flowers to 
our landscapes. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/HCADidmTtay
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Jenny models one of the hats shared with Garden tea guests. 

We had another wonderful sell out High Tea on 
May 12th.  With many helpers we were able to 
serve 69 people who had a delightful time.  They 
loved the hats, the excellent food, and many prizes 
we gave away.  We were blessed with two 
sponsors this year.  Kenny's IGA generously 
donated the majority of the ingredients for the 
food preparation and Barnacle Bill's donated the 
salmon for the tea sandwiches.  The icing on the 
cake is always the Garden which is in full bloom 
this time of year. Many thanks to all who helped 

with this marvelous event. 
 

 

The Connie Hansen Garden Conservancy would like 
to express our heartfelt thanks to Lisa, owner of 
Zziggysgal, for her generous contribution of organic 
herb and vegetable seeds, beautifully packaged 
with colorful plant characters and garden quotes.   
 
Come into the gift shop and get your seeds soon, at 
a discounted price.  Check out Lisa’s website for 
more information, zziggysgal.com. 

 

If you are not currently a member and would like to be, 
or would like to give a membership as a gift, the options 
are listed below.  Payments may be sent to:  CHGC, PO 
Box 776, Lincoln City, OR 97367, or delivered in person. 
 
    There are no meetings and no requirements.  Benefits 
of membership include this quarterly publication, a 10% 
discount in our gift shop, reduced rates for our special 
events, and the joy of knowing you are helping to save 
this beautiful garden! 
 
____Individual  $25        ____Family  $35 
____Senior individual  $15   ____Senior family  $25               
____Supporter  $100             ____Sponsor  $500 
 
________Please send my "Gazette" by Email!   
The E-Gazette includes beautiful color photos of the 
garden in its seasons. 
    
Name__________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 
 
Email________________ __________________  
 

 
Editors: 
“Gazette” edited by Karen Brown,  
“E-Gazette” edited by Nancy Chase 

 
The Connie Hansen Garden is open every day, 
dawn to dusk, for your visiting enjoyment. 
The Garden House will be open and hosted  
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 
from 10:00 - 2:00. 
If you wish to rent the house or book a group 
tour, please arrange in advance. 


